I cannot speak to the accuracy of the material presented in *You're Hired! Now What? A Guide for New Science Faculty*, as I have never been a new faculty member. However, I can attest to the colloquial language and accessibility of the text. Reading this book feels much like having a friendly faculty mentor answering your initial questions about the myriad responsibilities of a new professor. Author Mohamed A.F. Noor's advice comes with the added benefit of not having to watch his face contort into a horrified grimace as he perceives the depths of your ignorance regarding running a lab, teaching classes, and serving on grant review panels.

Noor knows his target audience well. The book is fast and easy to read, perfect for someone already overwhelmed by a demanding new career. The chapters are clearly delineated, with multiple subheadings, a lot of lists describing key points, and the main idea of each paragraph provided in bold text, for the extra-impatient reader --- just in case you only have time to read sentence fragments and can't waste energy on both subject and predicate.

*You're Hired! Now What?* covers topics ranging from interpersonal interactions and managing students and research technicians to keeping your CV up-to-date and competitive. A helpful set of appendices offers templates on laboratory rules, authorship policies, and appropriate student/mentor expectations. Chapter 9 was co-authored by a female colleague, Anne Bronikowski, and addresses the elusive work-life balance (or "resiliency," as they propose). Most of Noor's suggestions are quick and easy to make, such as how to organize your computer files so that seven years in, you can still find student course evaluations to aid in your tenure application.

The worst part of this book is the cover, which is good for the reader but probably bad for sales. Pictured is a black and grey silhouette of a man in a polo shirt, cocking his head in dismay at the impenetrable rat maze he finds himself in. The picture raises a lot of questions for me. Why is the figure, when so little detail is given, so obviously male? Why is there no way out? Why is everything only in black and white? I look at this book, and instead of being excited about a future in academia, I want to drop out of graduate school now and get a real job. Fortunately, Noor's actual advice tempers this impulse and calms the fears his cover image conjures.
